ACADEMIC EXCEL

Staff 
Identification Checklist for the Intellectually Gifted and Academically Able
Student’s Name  _________________________________
Today’s Date  ______________
Current Grade Level  ____
Homeroom Teacher  _____________________________

Your Name  _______________________________________________________________

Please circle a number, 0 to 4, based on your observation of the child.  Note that both positive and negative behaviors (listed below with characteristics and abilities) can be consistent with the characteristics and abilities being observed.  If you would like, put a check next to those behaviors within each characteristic which you see most often. 

0 = not observable

1 = seldom

2 = occasionally

3 = frequently

4 = almost always

CHARACTERISTICS AND ABILITIES  -  Intellectual / Academic

1.  Is an avid reader
0   1   2   3   4


___ uses advanced vocabulary easily


___ may use reading as an escape

2.  Is curious / inquisitive in areas of interest / ability
0   1   2   3   4


___ shows a wide range of interest


___ cannot focus on assigned tasks


___ asks more “why” than “what” questions


___ may be skeptical of answers or information given in textbooks or in class


___ possesses a large storehouse of information in a wide variety of topics


___ becomes obsessed with topics of interest to him/her


___ likes to study subjects that are difficult because he/she enjoys learning

3.  Possesses fluency and originality in written and oral expression
0   1   2   3   4


___ generates a variety and abundance of literary products


___ may be inattentive to the mechanics of writing

4.  Has the ability to abstract, conceptualize, and synthesize 
0   1   2   3   4


information


___ uses higher level thinking skills


___ may over-analyze the obvious


___ recognizes and uses puns and double meanings, understands humor


___ may intimidate others by their ability

5.  Can adapt learning to various situations
0   1   2   3   4


___ solves problems easily


___ can be single-minded and difficult to redirect


___ draws readily on prior knowledge

6.  Has quick mastery and recall of factual information
0   1   2   3   4


___ retains information, demonstrates good long-term memory

7.  Is a keen and alert observer
0   1   2   3   4


___ gathers and synthesizes sensory information


___ may be easily distractible


___ reaches higher levels of attentiveness in the area(s) of interest/ability

8.  Learns rapidly and efficiently in a particular subject/skill area
0   1   2   3   4


___ can complete assignments quickly, if motivated


___ can encode and decode easily


___ reasons out more problems since he/she recognizes relationships and comprehends meaning


___ may become bored easily


___ dislikes drill


___ may invent their own system or means of organizing information

9.  Judgmental
0   1   2   3   4


___ is adept at analyzing own abilities, limitations, and problems


___ may experience low self-esteem and fear of failure relative to expectations


___ has high expectations for self and others


___ becomes frustrated with others’ lack of ability or understanding
10.  Possesses a fund of knowledge in particular subject/skill area(s)
0   1   2   3   4


___ spends time beyond the ordinary assignment on things of personal interest


___ exhibits a level of knowledge above and beyond the peer group


___ adapts learning to various situations

11.  Excels in particular subject/skill area(s)
0   1   2   3   4


___ possesses one or more special talent areas


___ is recognized by peers as unusually able


___ scores consistently high on tests of ability in particular subject/skill area(s)


___ demonstrates exceptional ability in varied ways

12.  Has the ability to concentrate in area(s) of interest/ability
0   1   2   3   4


___ demonstrates longer attention span in area(s) of interest/ability


___ may not want to move on to other assignments or subjects


___ resists interruption


___ persistent

13.  Has a high energy level in area(s) of interest/ability
0   1   2   3   4


___ spontaneous, impulsive, eager


___ frustrated with inactivity and absence of progress


___ able to stay with one topic in area(s) of interest/ability


___ highly motivated in area(s) of interest/ability                                   Total ____
Based on your experience with this child, do you believe that he/she is in the upper 5% of our school population in intellectual and/or academic ability?    Yes_____ No ______

Comments:

Do you consider this child to be an underachiever?       Yes_____       No_____

Comments:
In what academic area(s) does this child excel?
